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Church Mission Statement 
 

¶ This church shall exist for the glorifying of God; it shall be acces-

sible to all peoples and shall seek to be efficient in its working.   

Its purposes shall be to proclaim the total plan of redemption as 

made manifest in the life and death of Christ for our sins, His burial 

and glorious resurrection, His ascension to the high priestly office, 

and the extension of His personality through world missions and 

final consummation of His church in His glorious return. (1 Corin-

thians 15:1-4; Matthew 28:16-20; Hebrews. 9;  1 Thessalonians 

4:16-18.) 

 

¶ This church shall seek to minister to the spiritual and moral 

needs of all mankind,  regardless of race,  color,  culture, national 

or social origin,  for the church is the bride of Christ.         

(Ephesians 5:25-27) 

 

¶ As Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her, so that He 

might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water 

with the Word, that He might present the church to Himself in   

glorious splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing - that 

she might be holy and faultless..." 

 

¶ It shall also be the aim of this body of believers to minister to the 

material needs of the indigent to an extent consistent with our  

potential and in accordance with Christian principles. 
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Vision Statement :  
 

T́o Make  Disciples who  communicate  

Christ,     influence  the culture,  and  impact  

the community .µ 

 

ep{t}¤x}tĄ£ Sp© Sx}}t¢ 
Saturday, February 16, 2019 

To ALL the writers, editors, and contributors 
to this Edition of The Hope Newsletter, 
THANK YOU!  Your thoughtful contributions 
and submissions have made this edition worth-
while reading.   

We look forward to your continued support as 
we seek to produce more informative and 
meaningful newsletters.    
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Dear Church Family, 

 

Christmas greetings to you and your 

loved ones! 
 

The longer I serve in pastoral ministry 

the deeper my appreciation grows for 

Godôs grace.  Godôs grace is truly    re-

markable, and His love equally so.  

They are unmatched by any other    ex-

perience. 
   

Luke writes in chapter 2:10, ñDo not be 

afraid, for behold, I bring you good 

news of great joy which will be to all 

people.ò  Isaiah prophesied about this 

good news some five centuries earlier 

declaring, ñfor unto us a Child a born, 

unto us a Son is given; and the govern-

ment will be upon His shoulder.  And 

His name shall be called Wonderful, 

Counselor, Almighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace.ò  In Jesus 

Christ God presented Himself as our 

Redeemer, our Healer, our Hope, and 

our Peace.    
 

In your moments of despair, look to 

God and be reminded of this ñgood 

news of great joy.ò  May 

His love lift your spirit 

and fill you with great joy.  I also en-

courage you to share this good news 

with others and to give your neigh-

bors the gift of doing good deeds.   

Perhaps there is an old friend or     

relative with whom you had a falling 

out over a forgivable offense or a  

misunderstanding of some kind; pray 

and reach out in the spirit of grace.  It 

may just free your heart as you      

experience Jesus as your Counselor 

and Prince of Peace.   
 

It is my prayer that your mind will be 

renewed in the true cause for celebra-

tion this Christmas Season ï the birth 

of our Lord and Savior Jesus the 

Christ.     

Because of His Grace and For His 

Glory. 

 

Your Pastor and Family 
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    Think on These Things  

Rev. Frank I Williams 
 
ò 

¶                                                                                        

hƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ƘŀƴŘΣ ǎƻƳŜ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ 
ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ 
Řƻ ƴƻǘ Ŭǘ    
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ     
ǎƻŎƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 
ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƛƴ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ 
ŬƴŘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ.  

Reverend Frank I. Williams 

ñAre you ready for the Word!   

 
 

ñNow this is the testimony of John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to 
ask him, ñWho are you?ò  He  confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, ñI am not the 
Christòé He said: ñI am, óThe voice of one crying in the wilderness: ñMake straight the way of 
the Lord,òô as the prophet Isaiah said.ò  John 1:19-20, 23 

 

One of the most profound questions one must answer at some point in his or her life 

is, ñwho am I?ò  This question is not one of occupation or even national origin.  While 

those realities play a part in the equation I submit to you that neither occupation nor 

national origin fully define who you are.  Our text deals with the life of John the  

Baptist.  He grew up as an only child with older parents who were the age of grand-

parents.  In addition to this, His name was uniquely given in a manner that broke the 

traditional methods of determining a childôs name.  The angel Gabriel declared in 

Luke 1:13 that, ñyou shall call his name John.ò   
 

When John became an adult, he began a public speaking ministry.  We are told in 

Matthew 3:1-2, that he came preaching in the wilderness of Judea saying, ñrepent, for 

the kingdom of God is at hand!ò  His contemporaries did not know what to make of 

John.  Finally, they confronted him with a series of questions, seeking his identity.  

ñWho are you?ò They asked.  He clearly confessed, ñI am not the Christ.ò  They asked 

several other identity related questions to no avail, only to conclude with, ñWhat do 

you say about yourself?ò 
 

Johnôs confession about himself began by communicating who he was not.  This 

teaches us a lesson, that is, sometimes we find our identity by first being clear about 

who we are not.  Some people spend their lifetime trying to be someone else, sound 

like someone else, and act like someone else.  But you are not someone else.  On the 

other hand, some people would simply not like you because you do not fit into the 

sociological context in which you find yourself.  They are less concerned about who 

you really are and more concerned about you being what they expect you to be.  The 

people knew that there was something different about John.  John was who he was 

designed to be; he was not someone else.    
 

What a liberating thought.  I am not who you say I am, I am who God says I am.  Our 

lifeôs goal ought to be to become the person God has designed and determined for us 

to become.  I believe we have been experiencing a crisis of identity in our culture for 

many decades now.  When young urban minds are exposed to a life that glamorizes 

illegal activities, promiscuous adventures, and irresponsible decision-making, it cre-

ates in them an identity crisis.  They lack the knowledge of their full potential and 

have settled for a life that is designed to distract, and in some cases destroy, their fu-

ture.  It is not by accident that so many young men have drunk from the poisonous 

waters of futility.  They do make a choice, but it is no accident that the options readily 

available to them skew the facts and misrepresent their potential ï a potential that has 

been designed by God and infused with divine purpose.   
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